MEN OF POWER

possible, but only soldiers who are heart and soul with
us. How many such can you locate?3'

"Five thousand. We can despatch the troops to
Petersburg at once."

"With the most rapid means of transport possible,
how soon can you guarantee the arrival of the military
forces?"

"In twenty-four hours at most. . . ."

"Then I request you ... to despatch the troops at
once. You may know that a new government has been
formed. How was this news received by the Kronstadt
Soviet?"

"With great enthusiasm."

"Then," orders Lenin, "please see that the infantry
regiments, adequately equipped, are started immedi-
ately." 6

He is now the undisputed master of Russia. Her
hundred and fifty millions look to him to lead them out
of their long captivity under tyranny, ignorance, and
want. This is the moment for which he has planned
and waited for more than thirty years. Now at last he
has the opportunity to apply the Marxian philosophy
which thus far he has preached. The old order is
crushed; can he build the new one, and will it be that
classless society in which justice prevails and the people
have land and liberty and permanent peace?

The obstacles are enormous* The treasury is empty,
the army demoralized, the old bureaucracy lazy and
obstructive, the masses illiterate, and the screaming

* Quoted by Rene Fulop-Miller, Lenin <md Gandhi, G. P.
Putnam's Sons, New York, 1930, pp. 86-87.
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